The Royal Batanic Gardens at Kew has long been a faveurite
place to visit, with its extensive gardens, full ol interesting
trees and plants, and its collection of beautiful glasshouses
It appeals to serious botanists, lovers of architecture and
structure and those who Just want a peaceful place to walk
or have a plenic. Recently Kew lvas been continuing the
\ictorian tradition of building projects that -are embedded
in thie park, and for me, one of the happiest is the Xstrata
Treetop walkway which provides a 180 metre long strall
through the deciduaus trees originally laid out by Capability
Brown, ata helght above ground of 18 metres.

As others have mentioned, ong's feeling of happiness In o
particular place will usually be the result of a number of
factors. Sofor me; leaning against the handrall a couple
of Sundays ago, my pléasure probably came as much fr
knowing that | had had a hand in its design, and hearing a
the good comments around me, as from the built object el
The project, the brainchild of Kew's head arboriculturalist
Tany Kirkham, aimed to engender a areater love of tre
amongst young people, and an understanding of how
Important they are to out planet. | am sure this will happs
With such an enthusiastic client, and a equally commii
teaim of architect and bullder (Britland Steel) we had just
come 1o the end of one of our happlest projects

As well as belng educational the project is also aboul
producing a feeling of dellaht, which is a constant ain
architects, Marks Barfield, This is achieved firstly by
us up high amonast the branches, into @ position that v



rarely occupy, surrounded by nature, yet with views of elegant
buildings such as the temperate house, and the longer sights of
London that provide orientation and anchor us to our city, At
the same time, the structure itself gives delight—It sits well
amongst the Lrees, with the tapering pylons; which divide into
three even more slender branches.

The walkway |tself is composed of simple trusses; with a
seeminaly random; yet deliberate arrangement of slender
diagonals, clad with an almost transparent mesh. Walking
through the boughs of the trees brings back chidlhooed
memoaries af tree climbing and clamboring through hedges.
The weathering steel provides a variable rusty surface in

a rich orangey-brown that blends well with the greens and
brown of nature.

The slenderness af the pylons, which were designed to be
strong enough under the most extreme loads, matches that

of the trees. Yet the trees sway further in the wind being of
timber rather than the stiffer material of steel. Never-the-lgss
the walkway does sway a little, which gives a small echo of
the rocking you would get [n a tree house,
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